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CO-AMP Continues to Deliver Degree
Completion Programs!

The Colorado Alliance for Minority Participation continues in
Phase III to increase the number of underrepresented (UREP)
students enrolled in Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics programs at its partner institutions (see complete
listing and map of CO-AMP partners on pages 10 and 11). The
number of enrolled UREM students has grown from 1,922 stu-
dents (in 1996) to this year's figure of 3,246 students (a 69% in-
crease). Likewise, the number of UREP students earning a
Bachelor's degree increased from 215 to 378 during the same
time period (a 76% increase)!

Since its inception, CO-AMP has established and institutional-
ized numerous programs and activities that offer students op-
portunities and experiences to increase retention, academic
excellence, and degree completion, as well as preparing them
for continuation to graduate school. CO-AMP and its partners
remain committed to providing outstanding services to UREP
STEM students in Colorado!

Welcome, New Site Coordinators!

Gail LaForce — Northeastern Junior College

Gail LaForce joins the CO-AMP site coordinator team from North-
' eastern Junior College (NJC). Gail is Grant Coordina-
tor at Institutional Planning and Development and has
oversight experience on several grants from the De-
partment of Education. Gail has degrees from NJC, the
University of Northern Colorado and Portsmouth Gen-
eral Hospital School of Nursing.
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CO-AMP Delivers

Dr. LaRuth McAfee — University of Colorado at Boulder

Dr. McAfee assumed site coordinator responsibilities following Cindy Cabrales’ de-
parture for an opportunity to serve as an advisor with the University of Colorado’s stu-
dent government. Dr. McAfee also serves as BOLD (Broadening Opportunity through
Leadership and Diversity) Director of Student Engagement and Community
Building. Dr. McAfee holds chemical engineering degrees from the Univer-
sity of Michigan (BSE) and MIT (PhD). Over the past few years, she has fo-
cused on engineering education, having spent a year doing a National
Academy of Engineering-sponsored engineering education post-doctorate
and three years as Executive Director for Education at a Science & Technol-
ogy Center headquartered at Case Western Reserve University.

NJC Joins CO-AMP

Minority Access & BD2

BD3, Student News

Student News (cont.)

SACNAS, STEMapalooza

International Connections

Steering Commiittee

Announcements

Site Coordinators




CO-AMP COMMENTARY

Northeastern Junior College Joins CO-AMP!
New Subcontract Approved

CO-AMP welcomes Northeastern Junior College (NJC) as a
partner institution! NJC is an open enrollment, public, institu-

tion founded in 1941 and accredited by the Higher Learning Com-
mission (HLC) of the North Central Association of Colleges and
Schools. NJC offers two-year associate degrees and 19 certificate
programs, as well as GED and English as a Second Language (ESL)
programs. NJC occupies a unique position as Colorado’s largest pub-
lic residential two-year college while serving approximately 3,000
full-time and part-time students representing 30 US states and 11 for-
eign countries.

NJC has shown their commitment to broadening minority participa-
tion and developing an even greater diverse student population by doubling the

number of minorities enrolled at NJC since 2005 and is committed to expanding mi-
nority participation in the coming years!

Northeastern has a stellar transfer record with
approximately 85% of full time students planning to
go on to a 4-year college or university to pursue a
bachelor’s degree or beyond. The remaining 45%
are in specialized career and technical programs.
Typically, Northeastern's graduation rate is twice the
national average and is one of the highest in Colo-
rado among both 2-year and 4-year colleges. We are
truly proud of this newest addition to the CO-AMP
family!

NJC Highlights

e NJC is an open enrollment, public, two-year institution founded in 1941, and located in
Sterling, Colorado. ;

e NJC is Colorado’s largest public residential two-year college.
e NJC offers two-year associate degrees, 19 certificate programs, GED and ESL programs.

e NJC serves 3,000 full-time and part-time students.
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Minority Access - Role Model Awards
Universities recognized for commitment to diversity

Colorado State University and the University of Colorado at Boulder, both do
members of the Colorado Alliance for Minority Participation (CO-AMP),

were recognized with a national award by Minority Access, Inc. as role

model institutions for diversity. The formal award ceremony was held dur- - s

ing the 10™ annual National Role Model Conference in Washington, D.C., University
September 11-13, 2009. This year's conference, “Hope for a Healthy, Di-

verse and Just Environment,” focused on the excessive and inconsistent

presence of certain illnesses in minority groups and the need for minorities

to be present in the biomedical and health related fields to curb this health O Ora O
NCIREE University of Colorado at Boulder
“This (award) speaks to our shared commitment and the values we try to

live by everyday in our offices, labs, performance halls, athletic facilities, and classrooms,” said Roselyn Cut-
ler, interim director of the Office of Equal Opportunity and Diversity, who accepted the award on behalf of
Csu.

Minority Access, Inc. is a non-profit, educational organization that supports individuals, academic institu-
tions, federal, state, and local government agencies, and various corporations to diversify campuses and
work sites by improving the recruitment, retention and enhancement of minorities. The organization focuses
heavily on maintaining a minority presence in

e e
MINORITY ACCESS INC. the biomedical science and health related aca-

i ﬁ dlveni in eduudonl emiloﬁcm and research demic and research fields.

Bridge to the Doctorate 2 News
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Bridge to the Doctorate 3 News

Krystle Frahm, Ph.D. student in Biomedical Sciences, was selected to attend the 16th Annual Com-
pact For Faculty Diversity Institute on Teaching and Mentoring.

This annual program is conducted specifically for doctoral scholars who are interested in teaching

at the postsecondary level, and was held at the Marriott Crystal Gateway in Arlington, Virginia,

Thursday, October 22 — Sunday, October 25, 2009. Over 1,000 participants attended the conference. All travel
and related expenses to attend the institute were provided for the students. Two students from the BD2 cohort
previously participated in the Institute.

Julia Herman (previously Julia Figueroa) has published the following article:

Piaggio A], Figueroa JA, Perkins SL. 2009. Development and characterization of 15 polymorphic
microsatellite loci isolated from Rafinesque's big-eared bat, Corynorhinus rafinesquii. MOLECU-
LAR ECOLOGY RESOURCES, V. 9, Issue 4, pp. 1191-1193. She presented her research at the Con-
ference for Research Workers in Animal Disease, December 6-8, 2009 in Chicago, IL.

University of Colorado ~ EWG Outstanding Student

Denver: 2010 SHPE High

School Engineering Wai K. Allen, CO-AMP student at Fort
Conference Lewis College, received the 2010 Asso-

_AMP ciation for Women Geoscientists (AWG)
e SIERIIR Mo e Outstanding Student award. Allen was
also a recipient of the Amoco Minority
Scholarship for 2009.

e , University of Colorado Den-
S il ver SHPE (Society of Profes-
High school students assemble solar cookers sional Engineers) student
to melt chocolate as part of the Thermody- chapter organized the third
namics in Mechanics workshop. annual High School Confer-
ence to encourage students to explore a career in engineering.
UCD hosted 130 students from eight Colorado high schools on
February 5, 2010, to learn and interact with university professors
and engineering students. Conference participants experienced
“Green Engineering” through professional speakers, presenta-
tions by UCD professors, and various hands-on workshops in
electrical, mechanical, and civil engineering. Workshops in-
cluded Windturbine electricity, Enviro batteries, Thermodynam-
ics in Mechanics (solar powered cooking, as shown in the photo),
and Waste to Taste! Green Water Filtration.
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CO-AMP Student News (continued)

Trinidad State Students Launch High-Altitude Balloon Experiment

Five sophomore TSJC science and engineering students - Laura Mourer, Matt
Barela, Paul Philbin, Jeremy Begley, and James Donnelly (L to R)- launched an
experiment via a high-altitude balloon to the stratosphere in mid-January
2010. Their experiment was designed to economically measure the vertical
profile of carbon dioxide and methane concentrations up to 100,000 feet,
roughly three times higher than commercial airlines fly and only 1% of the
Earth’s atmosphere above this altitude. Experiments, such as this one con-
ducted by TSJC students, are important to calibrate atmospheric models
because carbon dioxide will likely be detected remotely by orbiting satel-
lites; these satellites must be calibrated regularly against direct measure-
ment, which is the goal of this project.

University of Colorado -
Denver Receives SHPE
Regional Chapter of the
Year Award

University of Colorado - Denver: 2009
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)
The University of Colo- Student Award

Egg:ie—tyli‘:nl‘i’;rpiu}l?: The ASCE student chapter at University of
. Colorado — Denver (UCD) competed against

Professional Engineers) : 3 %
chapter received the 14 regional university entries on April 6, 2009,

— i . to win and qualify for the National Competition
SHPE Regional Chapter ; :

of the Year Award" for the exceptional activities they coor- gj mvers;tuy ?;Ne"a:ia l—ﬁVeg:lss.fMe;}; 2009:)3
dinated during 2008-2009. Students were able to attend the l/yfcortls : dc gda steel bridge (19 feetlong,
annual SHPE Region III Leadership Development Confer- 3al/efe vtv: alellan
ence hosted by the University of Wyoming, Laramie (April Thg e d )- f
24-26, 2009) through funding provided by CO-AMP and the Sipresiaente

b : ASCE is CO-
Presidexjt s Diversity Fund. AMP student,

Roksana (Roxy)
Taghizadeh.

CU Boulder: SMART Program Hosts Twenty-five Science Undergrads

The Summer Multicultural Access to Research Training, or SMART program at CU Boul-
der, is a 10-week research internship that prepares undergraduates for graduate pro-
grams in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) fields. Each summer stu-
dents from institutions nation-wide participate in research and attend weekly workshops
on scientific writing and presenting, GRE preparation, and the
application process for graduate school. Under the guidance of
faculty mentors, interns carry out and formally present individ-
ual research projects in their area of interest. Last summer,
twenty-five undergraduates took part in this challenging and
informative program and had the opportunity to interact in the
social environment of a large university and in a community of
peers.
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CO-AMP Student News (continued)
SACNAS - Role Model Award

SACNAS

Society for Advancement of Chicanos and Native Americans in Science

Colorado State University Student Chapter

STEMAPALOOZA

More than 7,000 Coloradoans attended STEMapalooza, presented by the
University of Colorado Denver, on October 16-17, 2009, to celebrate
STEM education and partnerships. The event was an ideal venue for edu-
cators and businesses to network and share the latest information about the sciences. For students, parents
and teachers, it provided opportunities to dive into hands-on (“minds-on”) activities such as learning about
how to test your DNA, to seeing a live caiman (a member of the crocodilian family), to getting a 3-D view of
the globe, to engineering your own robot!

Keynote speaker, Col. Fred Gregory, captured the audience’s imagi-
nation as he described his journey from the classroom into outer
space. Col. Gregory was selected as an astronaut for NASA, making
history during his flights on three shuttle missions. With the launch of
STS-51B/Spacelab-3 in 1985, he became the first African-American to
pilot a spacecraft. He believes it is imperative that Colorado be the
keystone, the center of STEM education and progress. “STEM is the
core, the strength of the U.S., no doubt about it.”

Gov. Bill Ritter (captured in a “sea” of students during STEMapalooza
% 2008) launched the Colorado STEM Network, a statewide coalition of
businesses, government, education and community groups in 2009.
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Student presenters (L to R): Isaac Cadiente — Costa Rica
Tropical Rainforest Reforestation Plantations: Effects of Soil
Bulk Density and Leaf Litter Abundance on Relative Growth
Rates; Jesse Johnson — Dewlap Size, Morphology, and Be-
havior in Norops Aquaticus; IMatthew Frank — Tenovin: An
Activator of the Guardian of the Genome; Naglee Allen -
AISES Chapter Representative; Randy Anguiano-The
Game of Chutes and Ladders as a Markov Chain.

Steering Committee Meetings

Spring Meeting at Southern Ute Indian Reservation, Ignacio, CO

April 9, 2009

Fall Meeting at University of Colorado, Boulder, CO
October 9, 2009

Site Coordinators; Southern Ute and Ute Mountain

Ute Tribal Representatives

Colorado

University of Colorado at Boulder
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GOVERNING BOARD AND
STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING
April 9, 2010 Featured Guest Speakers
Randy Fischer
Hosted b Deputy Majority Whip
y Colorado State Representative
. District 53
Metropolitan State College
Writer Square Dr. Caesar Jackson
Denver, CO Acting Division Director
Human Resource Development/
= Education and Human Resources
= (; National Science Foundation
{lé [VE‘( Dr. Omnia El-Hakim
METROPOLITAN STATE Program Director
COLLEGE of DENVER Diversity and Outreach
Directorate for Engineering
National Science Foundation

NSF JOINT ANNUAL
MEETING La Titia Taylor Becomes Education
JAM Conference Director of Southern Ute Tribe
As of October 1, 2009, La Titia Taylor assumed the
June 6th-9th, 2010 = position of Education Director for the Southern

Ute Indian Tribe in Ignacio, Colorado. Ms. Taylor
was the Director of Higher Education prior to the
consolidation of Higher Education and Public
Education into the Southern Ute’s Department of
Education. The Education Department’s programs

Washington, DC

include: Adult Education; Adult Occupation; In-
MESA JAMBOREE ternships; Distance Learning; GED testing; higher
April 20, 2010 education scholarships; Johnson O’Malley pro-
at Colorado School of Mines grams; Education Counseling; Tutoring and En-
Golden, CO richment; and Administration, serving the educa-
tional needs of Southern
The MESA High School Science and Engineering Jam- Ute Tribal members and

boree is a hands on engineering competition where the community.
students compete in a series of mathematics, engineer-
ing and science related projects including the Wind
Energy design, Prosthetic Arm design, Popsicle Stick
Bridges, Paper Towers, and other competitions.

TESA=
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CO-AMP Site Coordinator Team

Adam te College

Dr. Renee Beeton,
Assistant Professor
Chemistry

Phone: (719) 587-7383
Email: rbeeton@adams.edu

AIMS Community College
Dr. Steve Mills, Instructor

Mathematics
Phone: (970) 339-6238
Email: steve.mills@aims.edu

Dr. Carol Fiol, Grants Specialist
Office of Grants & Contracts
Phone: (970) 339-6650

Email: carol.fiol@aims.edu

Colorado School of Mines
Khanh Vu, Director

Minority Engineering Program
Phone: (303) 273-3021

Email: kvu@mines.edu

Colorado State University
Arlene Nededog, Director

Retention Programs
Phone: (970) 491-2036
Email: arlene.nededog@colostate.edu

Aaron Benally, Coordinator
Women & Minorities in Engineering
Program

Phone: (970) 491-4357
Email: aaron.benally@.colostate.edu

Colorado State University — Pueblo
Dr. Jane Fraser, Chair

Department of Engineering
Phone: (719) 549-2036
Email: jane.fraser@colostate-pueblo.edu

Fort Lewis College

Mary Mandelski, Coordinator
Phone: (970) 247-7569

Email: mandelski_m@fortlewis.edu

Metropolitan State College of Denver
Dr. Larry Johnson, Director

Center for Math, Science, &
Environmental Education
Phone: (303) 556-5106

Email: johnsonl@mscd.edu

Northeastern Junior College
Gail LaForce

Institutional Planning & Development
Phone: (970) 521-6830
Email: gail.laforce@njc.edu

Trinidad State Junior College
Derek Grubb, Director

Student Support Services
Phone: (719) 846-5677
Email: derek.grubb@trinidadstate.edu

University of Colorado - Boulder
Dr. LaRuth McAfee, Director
Student Engagement & Community
Building Programs

Phone: (303) 492-8809

Email: laruth.mcafee@colorado.edu

University of Colorado — Colorado
Springs

Tina Moore, Director

Engineering & Applied Sciences
Phone: (719) 262-3347

Email: tmoore@eas.uccs.edu

University of Colorado — Denver
Angela Marquez, Director

Hispanic Student Service & Outreach
Phone: (303) 556-6209

Email: angela.marquez@ucdenver.edu
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CO-AMP
Sage Hall
Fort Collins, CO
80523-1879
(970) 491-6686
Fax: (970) 491-3421

53-32020

Note from the Director:




